Speaker bios for June 12, 2009 Roundtable

Gordon van Welie

Gordon van Welie has over twenty years of experience in the electricity industry in a variety of positions.  He is currently President and Chief Executive Officer of ISO New England Inc., a not-for-profit organization which oversees the region’s bulk power grid and wholesale electricity markets. Gordon previously served as Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer for ISO New England from September 2000 to May 2001.

Gordon joined ISO New England from Siemens Power Transmission & Distribution LLC, where he held the position of Vice President and General Manager of the Power Systems Control (PSC) Division. He also has held several positions at Johannesburg, South Africa-based ESKOM. 

Gordon holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering and a Masters degree in Business Administration from the University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Clair Moeller, PE
Clair Moeller is Vice President of Transmission Asset Management at Midwest ISO and is responsible for Midwest ISO’s transmission planning functions, transmission services and tariff administration. He has more than 25 years of experience in the operation of power systems in the Upper Midwest.
His current assignment includes infrastructure planning in collaboration with the utilities that serve the 15 States and one Canadian Province that constitute the Midwest ISO region.   He is particularly focused right now on the effort to understand and develop integration strategies for wind energy resources that do not exhibit the traditional controllability attributes of electric generation.

Clair completed the Executive Management Program at the Carlson School of Business, University of Minnesota, and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from Iowa State University.

Ann Berwick

Ann Berwick is the Undersecretary for Energy in the Patrick Administration.  In that role, Ann was a key participant in the development of the Green Communities Act, the Patrick Administration’s signature energy legislation, and works closely on its implementation with the state’s Department of Energy Resources and Department of Public Utilities.  Ann works with the agencies on a range of issues, including building codes, energy efficiency, and the development of renewables.  Ann is acting chair of the state’s Energy Facility Siting Board.

From 1998-2006 Ann was a senior consultant at M.J. Bradley & Associates in Concord, Massachusetts.  Prior to that, Ann served as Chief of the Environmental Protection Division in the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office under Scott Harshbarger, where she exercised joint oversight of the Massachusetts Environmental Strike Force.  She has also been a legal services attorney, and a partner in the litigation department at the Boston law firm Goulston & Storrs.  

Mary Ellen Paravalos
Mary Ellen Paravalos is currently Vice President, Transmission Regulation and Commercial, at National Grid.  Her responsibilities include federal and state regulatory policy, commercial arrangements, and reliability compliance management for the US transmission business.   Mary Ellen has previously served as Corporate Strategy Manager at National Grid’s headquarters in London, United Kingdom.  Other previous roles include Director of Regulatory Policy, and roles in transmission tariff and system planning and engineering.

Mary Ellen holds a Master of Science in Electric Power Engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in New York.  She is a registered professional engineer in the State of Massachusetts.

Dennis Duffy

Dennis J. Duffy is the vice president of regulatory affairs of Energy Management, Inc. ("EMI.")  He is a graduate of the University of Rhode Island and Columbia University Law School, where he was Notes and Comments Editor of the Columbia Journal of Environmental Law.  Prior to joining EMI in 1999, Dennis was a partner of the law firm of Partridge, Snow & Hahn and Chairman of the firm’s public utilities practice group.  He has represented a wide range of companies in regulated industries, including electric and gas utilities, insurance companies, public utility holding companies, telecommunications companies, water companies, interstate gas pipelines, and independent power producers.  Dennis is a member of the Massachusetts and Rhode Island Bar Associations. 

David Boguslawski
David H. Boguslawski is vice president of Transmission Strategy and Operations for the Northeast Utilities system (NU). He received his masters of engineering degree in nuclear engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and his MBA from the University of Connecticut.

David joined Northeast Utilities in 1977. In 1992, he was appointed vice president of Marketing and Administrative Services for Public Service Company of New Hampshire (PSNH).  In 1994, he was named PSNH vice president of Customer Operations, and in 1996, was promoted to vice president for Energy Delivery for the Northeast Utilities System.  He became vice president of Transmission in 2001, and assumed his current position in 2005.

David is an active member of industry organizations at the federal and regional levels, and chairs the Edison Electric Institute's executive advisory committee on energy delivery. 

Kurt Adams
Kurt Adams is Executive Vice President and Chief Development Officer at First Wind and oversees the development of all of First Wind’s projects nationwide.

Prior to joining First Wind, Kurt was Chairman of the Maine Public Utilities Commission from 2005 to 2008, where he served as Maine’s primary regulator of transmission infrastructure. While chairman, he served as a member of the New England Conference of Public Utilities Commissions, the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissions (‘‘NARUC’’), the NARUC Electricity Committee, the NARUC Competitive Procurement Committee and as Maine’s representative on the New England State Committee on Electricity. 

From 2003 to 2005, Kurt was Governor John Baldacci’s chief legal counsel.  He received his Juris Doctor from the University of Maine School of Law in 1997, an M.A. in International Affairs from George Washington University in 1990 and a B.A. in Government from Skidmore College in 1988.  

Stephen Conant

Stephen Conant is Senior Vice President with Anbaric Transmission and New England Independent Transmission Company. Prior to joining Anbaric, he was a Senior Market Analyst with Energy Security Analysis, Inc. where he led the company’s western power practice and did energy price forecasting for the California market. 
As a specialist in environmental compliance, Steve also worked as a Senior Consultant for Stone & Webster Management Consultants where he prepared environmental due diligence analysis for major infrastructure projects and served as the company’s climate change specialist (long before it was fashionable). 
For the first twelve years of his career, Steve worked in the public sector; which included serving as District Director for MA 5th district Congressman Chester Atkins.  Steve holds a Master’s degree in Urban and Environmental Policy from Tufts University and an undergraduate degree in Environmental Sciences and Philosophy from the University of Lowell.  

Tanuj "TJ" Deora

TJ Deora is Project Development Manager and a developer at large for Horizon Wind Energy, the third largest owner of wind generation assets in the United States.  Besides managing Horizon’s development portfolio in Colorado, he leads select transmission initiatives across the country, currently focused on developing delivery solutions in New England.  Prior to joining Horizon, TJ worked for McKinsey and Company, focusing on renewables and energy efficiency strategies for utility and industrial clients, and for Calpine’s energy trading operation, analyzing portfolio economics.  He also has experience in the chemical industry in engineering, R&D, and product development.  

TJ holds a MBA from Harvard and mechanical engineering degree from the University of Texas at Austin, and served in the Peace Corps in the Caribbean.  He sits on the boards of the Interwest Energy Alliance, the Colorado Independent Energy Association, and Renewable Energy New England (RENEW.)
